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MATTHEW v. 1 3. 
YE ARE THE SALT or "Bug EARTH. 


Tis generally underſtood bat _ our 
bleſſed Saviour addreſſed theſe words 
o his diſciples, he conſidered them, chief- 
, in that public character in which they 
Pere to be employed, as the teachers of 
is religion. Salt is of a purifying nature, 
nd the preſervative from putrefaction; and 
hey, as the publiſhers and preachers of the 
poſpel, were to purify the minds of men, 
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and preſerve their morals from corruption. 
It is probable our Saviour referred to two 
things in this compariſon; firſt, to the na. 
ture and influence of their inſtructions; Wo 
and, ſecondly, to that of their example; 1 
and meant to ſignify, that it behooved each; | 
of theſe to be of a ſalutary, purifying na- 
ture. As the particular conſideration off YJ 
each of theſe might lead me to exceed the if | 
proper bounds of this diſcourſe, I have | 
therefore propoſed to confine myſelf chief. 
ly to the laſt of them; which, indeed, 1 
take to be the principal thing intended by 1 | 
our Saviour, from a ſimilar expreſſion in} f 
St. Mark f, where ſpeaking of the prac- 
tical ĩimpreſſions of the goſpel on the minds 1 
of men, he ſays to his diſciples, Have ſalt 1 
in yourſelves. 43 

In the following diſcourſe, I ſhall there. 
fore endeavour, by divine aſſiſtance, in the 
firft place,. to ſtate what we are to under- 43 
ſtand by being the ſalt of the earth, when 
this expreſſion is conſidered as referring vi 
+ Mark ix. 50. 
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| OF A MINISTER. ; 
on. 
wo mple. 2. The importance of his being 
na- ¶ Qualified, in this ſenſe of the expreſſion, 
15 ; or the duties of his miniſtry. | 


le; f In diſcourſing on theſe particulars, I 


ch m ſenſible, that in a different ſituation, it 


na- Would be much more becoming me, and 
off q what I would much rather chuſe, to hear 
he Ind learn my duty from the reverend Fa- 
ave fhers and Brethren who are here preſent, 
cf. ¶ han to pretend to teach them theirs: it is 
, 14 uly to perform the part, which ariſes from 
by L The province, now aſſigned me, that I would, 


Pitch all humility, lay before them that i- 
Nea of the character, and obligations, of a 
niniſter, which I wiſh, however defecti ve, 
rr faulty, to inculcate on myſelf. 

The firſt thing propoſed, was to ſtate, 
hat we are to underſtand by being the 


in 
rac- | 
N 
ſalt 1 


ld of the earth, when the expreſſion is 
E 3 onſidered as referring to the nature and 
hen fluence of a miniſter's example. This I 


all do in a few words. 
Firſt, Ir ſignifies, that his conduR, in 
A 2 


he nature and influence of a miniſter's ex- 
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4 THE CHARACTER 1 
the fight of men, be directed by the laws MI 
of that religion which he preaches to the 
world ; that there, nothing be obſerved 
which tends to raiſe a ſuſpicion in the minds 
of men, that himſelf is not convinced of 
their authority, or directed by their influ- WM 
ence. This is the firſt, and the moſt obvi- M 
ous thing, denoted by our Saviour's ex- 
preſſion in the text; without which, a mi- Y 
niſter muſt, at once, deſtroy his uſefulneſs, 
and, in the words of the text, the ſalt muſt | 1 
loſe its ſayour. But this is not the whole. 2 


For, 


4 


ſecret ſprings and motives of his condua 6 
be directed alſo by the goſpel ; and that 
the outward regularity and virtue of his? 1 
life, be the natural expreſſion of the ſenti- MF. 
ments, and temper of his heart. There are 4 
two different characters ſuſtained by every 
man. 1. The character which he has with 
men, and the reputation which is given 
him by the world. 2. The character which 

he has with God, and the place which he 
1 
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= ods in his eſteem. The firſt of theſe ari- 
Wes from his viſible deportment in ſociety; 
e ſecond, not from that alone, but from 
What, in its connexion with the principles 
Ind diſpoſitions of his heart. This diſtinc- 
Wion runs through the whole of ſacred 
Wcripture. It is expreſly made by the a- 
Poſtle to the Romans +, He is not a Jew, 
who is one outwardly, but he is a Jew, 
IT who is one inwardly, whoſe praiſe is not 
st Jof men, but of God.“ Now each of theſe 
as, no doubt, intended by our Saviour in 
Wis denomination, * Ye are the ſalt of the 
earth.“ His goſpel is evidently deſigned 
=Þ purify the diſpoſitions of the heart of 
„Pan, as well as to direct the meaſures of 
bi os life: with no propriety, therefore, could 

_ e. ſay to his diſciples, * ye are the ſalt of 
are the earth, without including each of 

er! eſe in the ſenſe of this expreſſion. 

ich In order then, to be the ſalt of the 

om Arth, a miniſter muſt feel the power of 

Pat internal piety, which the goſpel was 

3 + Rom. ii. . | 
3 A 3 
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intended, and is fitted to produce in the 
heart of every man by whom it is believed; 
and from thence exhibit to the world, hel 1 
example of a virtuous and holy life. Thi 4 
internal piety muſt ſpread its influence in- 
to the whole of his deportment, but in 2 
more eſpecial manner into the ſacred and I 
peculiar functions of his miniſtry, In theſe q 
he ought to be awakened to an affectionate 

and feeling ſenſe of ſacred things, and be q Cr 
conſcious of that influence in himſelf, which 3 . 
it is the purpoſe of his ſeveral miniſtrati- n 
ons to promote in the minds of men,—— 3 t 


N 


When, for inſtance, he conducts the wor- 1 ſ 
ſhip of a Chriſtian aſſembly, and expreſſes, f. 
in their name, that homage of the heart, 
with which they ought to worſhip God, 
he ought then to feel the power of that t 
internal homage in himſelf, and ſpeak only MF” 
what proceeds from the genuine impreſſ- t 
ons of his own heart. When preaching to [ 
a Chriſtian aſſembly, he would lead his WM © 
hearers to a ſuitable idea, and impreſſion, 3 L 
of eternal things, he ſhould then be filled, q 
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3 himſelf, with the heavenly impreſſion, and 
MW draw from thence the deſcriptions and en- 
forcements which he ſets before them. In 
Wa word, in every ſacred miniſtration, in 
in. which he is employed, he muſt ſtudy to be- 
come, in the real ſentiments and diſpoſiti- 
ons of his heart, and in the eye of God, 
who ſees the heart, what he outwardly ap- 
pears to be, what he wiſhes to be reputed in 
I the public eye, and what, it is the profeſſed 
intention of his ſacred miniſtrations, to pro- 
j. mote among mankind. To be thus direc- 
ted and diſpoſed, in the duties of the mini- 
WF try, is, I apprehend, the proper and full 
IF ſignification of our Saviour's expreſſion, 
art. Le are the ſalt of the earth.” 
od, The ſecond thing which was, propoſed 
that to be conſidered, is, the importance of a 
ny miniſter's being qualified, in this ſenſe of 
eſi· the expreſſion, for the office of the mini- 
> % ſtry. I ſhall conſider this importance in 
IF chree different lights. 1. In point of duty 
and ſincerity. 2. In the view of its utility 
nnd advantage to the world, And 3. In the 
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view of that comfort and advantage which 
* ariſe from it to the miniſter himſelf. 
Let us conſider the importance of a 
Ft s being the ſalt of the earth, in 
the ſenſe juſt now explained, in point of 
duty and ſincerity. —lIr is eaſy to obſerve, 
that, beſides the general obligations of re- 
ligion and morality incumbent upon eyery 
man, there are ſpecial obligations, which 
ariſe from men's particular profeſſions in 
ſociety ; that their acting ſuitably to theſe, 
principally conſtitutes that virtue and pro- 
priety of life, which is generally marked 
with honour and eſteem; and that their 
departing from, or violating theſe, creates 
an oppoſite deformity, which is as general- 
ly marked with diſhonour and contempt. 
It is eaſy, likewiſe, to obſerye, that, in the 
particular profeſſion of a miniſter, that in- 
ternal piety, which the goſpel was intend- 
ed to promote, is eflentialnp the propriety 
and virtue of his character. By the nature 
of his office, he muſt aſſume the outward 
form of piety ; nay, he muſt aſſume it of- 
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ten, in the immediate preſence of his Ma- 
ker, and, with an air of importance and 
ſolemnity, expreſs before him the effuſions 
of a heart devoted to his ſervice. If, ne- 
yertheleſs, there is nothing correſponding 
to this outward form, in the real ſtate and 
temper of his ſoul, a greater impropriety 
in manners cannot be conceived. It is more 
than impropriety; it is falſhood and inſin- 
cerity: for what can be a greater, or a 
more odious inſincerity, than, with a ſeri- 
ous and ſolemn air, to counterfeit a cha- 
racter, of which we are not really poſ- 
ſeſſed, and that not only in the ſight of 
men, but in the immediate eye of God, 
nay, under the diſguiſe of an immediate 
addreſs to his adorable Majeſty? This 
counterfeited character, withal, muſt be 
maintained through the daily buſineſs of 
life; whence it will be very difficult for 
ſuch a man to preſerve a ſuitable regard to 
candour and ſincerity in any initance of his 
conduct. 

The clergy have been long reproached, 
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as apt to mingle a peculiar ſtrain of flyneſg 
and hypocriſy in their conduct with th 
world. I hope the cenſure has been mad: 
much oftener, and with more ſeverity, than 
they have deſerved. But if at any time, 
the cenſure has been juſt, what hath been 
obſerved may lead us to a natural expli- 
cation of this peculiarity. A ſtudied and 
deliberate hypocriſy, in the ſacred fundti 
ons of the miniſtry, i. e. in the moſt ſer: 
ous and ſolemn parts of human life, wil 
inſenſibly root out every principle of can- 
dour from the heart, and, by a natur 
tranſition, mix itſelf in every other circum: 
ſtance of life. It ought, however, to be re 
marked, that this affords no juſt reflexioW 
againſt the miniſterial profeſſion, but # 
gainſt the man by whom it is abuſed: nay, 
he who is qualified in the manner abort] 
deſcribed, will, from that unſeen and ac 
curate ſincerity, which he ſtudies to obſerne 
in the functions of his miniſtry, native 
improve his ſenſe of candour and fincerit) 
in every other action of his life. While, 
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erefore, the diſhoneſt clergyman is, in- 
eed, the likelieſt of all other men, to be- 
ome thoroughly acquainted with the arts 
f impoſture and diſguiſe; yet he who is 
ncere in his profeſſion, is as likely to be- 
ome a man of the moſt delicate integrity 
n every part of life. | 
From theſe few remarks it may appear, 
ow much, in point of duty and ſincerity, 
he teacher of religion is obliged to be the 
alt of the earth, in the ſenſe aboye ex- 
plained. If this is not his real character, 
e does not only act an inconſiſtent and 
mproper part, but is truly, in the ſight of 
od, an inſincere and worthleſs hypocrite: 
ind could he candidly reflect upon his con- 
luct, would ſee himſelf in the ſame con- 
emptible and odious light. On this ac- 


nel, 
th 
jade 
han 
me, 
Deen 
li: 
and 
acts 
ſer} 


20)*Fount our Saviour, in the ſequel of the 
| 2c-Wext, ſo ſtrongly marks his inſignificance 
erieWnd worthleſſneſs, If the ſalt has loſt its 


ſavour it is good for nothing, but to be 
caſt out, and trodden under foor of men.? 
2. I am, in the next place, to repreſent 
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the importance of the character above de. 
ſcribed, in the view of its advantage to the 
world. This is to be conſidered as the 
principal thing intended by our Saviour in 
the text: for when he calls the teachers of 


religion the ſalt of the earth, he meant 
chiefly to repreſent their uſeful influence 
upon the world. What I have to offer up- 
on this head, ſhall be digeſted under the 
three following particulars. 1. A miniſter's 
being qualified in the manner above de- 
ſcribed, is what alone will enable him to 
give a ſuitable example to the world. 2. It 
will prompt him to exert himſelf, and the 
talents God has given him, to the beſt ad- 
vantage in his power, for anſwering the 
ends of his profeſſion. 3. It will give him 
a peculiar talent of inſtruction, of great im- 
portance to the ſucceſs of his miniſtry, and 
of which he cannot be otherwiſe poſſeſſed. 

Firſt, A miniſter's being qualified and 
diſpoſed in the manner above deſcribed, is 


what alone will enable him to give a ſuit- 


able example to the world. Here, the ge- 


eral 
ha 


high 


reig 
poſit 
deſtr 
of m 
a kin 
The 
great 
temp 
at th 


or, a 
ry, 1 


play, 
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eral obſervation will occur to every man, 
hat the good example of a miniſter is 
highly requiſite, to add authority and 
reight to his inſtructions; and that an op- 
poſite example will not only weaken and 
deſtroy this authority, but, in the thoughts 
of many, will furniſh an apology, and give 
2 kind of oppoſite authority to wickedneſs. 
The undiſtinguiſhing, which is by far the 
, Wereateſt part of mankind, will be hereby 
I. tempted to believe that religion is nothing 
at the bottom, but a fabulous impoſture, 
I. Nor, at beſt, an agreeable and ſpecious theo- 
ry, fit for the teachers of religion to diſ- 
play, but unfit for the buſineſs and practice 
* of the world. 

But, beſides this general and obvious re- 
mark, what I would chiefly obſerve on this 
(4 head, (and it falls particularly within the 
ſubject of my diſcourſe) is this; that the 
good example of a miniſter, which is fitted 
to give weight to his inſtructions, muſt im- 
mediately proceed from the piety and 
goodneſs of his heart, and be the natural 
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expreſſion of what he feels, and is conſc 
ous of, within himſelf. Like the good ma 


whom our Saviour deſcribes, He mul 


bring forth his good things from the good 
* treaſure of his heart. From prudence 
or a ſenſe of decency, a miniſter may ſo ad 


juſt the meaſures of his conduct, and guat 
all appearances before the world, as to be 


exempted from reproach, and avoid thi 


danger of corrupting others by the force 
of his example. This, however, is far thorn 
of what is requiſite, not only in. point 0 
candour and ſincerity, but in point of uſe 
fulneſs, and in order to promote the end 
of his profeſſion. 

There is a peculiar degree of abſtratti- 
on from the vanities and vices of the world 


and a peculiar pitch of eminence in theſ 


yirtues of the Chriſtian life, which is ex- 
pected by the world, and ſeems indeed to 


be implied in the profeſſion of a miniſter. We. 


That facred leiſure and exemption which 


it gives from the cares and diſſipations of 


the world, that habitual attention which it 
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Is upon him to beſtow on ſpiritual and 
d maiſWavenly things, ought natively to raiſe 
mul to this peculiar excellence: and the 
 gooWreoy, to do juſtice to ſociety, ſhould la- 
lence ur to acquire, not only a ſuperior know- 
ſo adHge of religious truth, but a ſuperior ex- 
guar{Wrience of its purifying power upon their 
to be arts, and from thence aſſiſt the reſt of 
d thWnkind ro ſurmount thoſe oppoſite im- 
fore Heſſions from the world, to which they 
ſhone laid open, from their different ſituati- 
int of. In no other way, however, can fuch a 
f uſeWMſtinguiſhed excellence and virtue be ex- 
> endMWcfſed in a miniſter's example, but by his 

ing qualified for the duties of his function, 
racti . ¶ the manner above deſcribed. Prudence, 
rorld attention to the opinion of the world, 
1 the hay lead a man to imitate this character, 
is e-. Int the copy will be eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
ed toom the true original, by every diſcerning 
ſte We. Thoſe artificial and affected prin- 
vhich{Wples will either leave the man, by whom 
ns off@ey are aſſumed, in a ſtate of ſpiritleſs ins 
ich iMifference, or they will betray him into an 
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unnatural oſtentation and exceſs. Then 


always ſomething natural and open in > 
conduct of an honeſt man, and a freed; 11 
and ſimplicity in his manners, which e * 
not be expreſſed, but when it comes im 
diately and freely from the heart. N 
This, now, is the example which a oi... 
niſter is called to ſet before the world, a <q 
by which he is to ſeaſon and ſupport Mat. 
inſtructions which he gives: and this, ig. 
deed, will give them a peculiar authori y 


Religion, when exhibited in real life, wit 
out affectation and formality, eſpecially | 
trying and difficult occaſions, will give ti 
world an idea and conviction of its exc: 
lence, which no deſcription can .attair 
without which the moſt accurate deſcrip! 
on will appear no more than a diſplay « 
ingenuity and art; and the miniſter hin 
ſelf, a performer on the public ſtage, f. 
his own reputation, or advantage. 

To the above remarks it may be adde 
that a good example, in the conduct of 
miniſter, is likely to be accompanied wit 
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ome particular advantages. From obſer- 
ation of the world, we ſhall find that in 
Il the different ſocieties, in which men 
re cloſely linked together, there is uſual- 
y ſome leading influence which forms the 
aſte of the ſociety, and gives it its pecu- 
ar character. This influence is uſually 
cquired by means of ſome diſtinguiſhing 
ation and ability. The ſtation of a mi- 
iſter, and thoſe offices of life, in which, 
y his profeſſion, he is called to be em- 
loyed, naturally tend to give him ſuch an 
Influence in that religious ſociety to which 
he providence of God hath immediately 
onnected him. As our Saviour expreſſes 
, © He is as a city ſet upon a hill which 
cannot be hid.“ He acts his part under 
he inſpection of the public eye, therefore 
is example is likely to have the more ex- 
enſive influence; and, corrupted as the 
oorld is, there is ſtill ſomething reſpect- 
ble in the ſtation of a miniſter. If it is 
lled by him in a worthy manner, and 
ith, proper dignity and wiſdom, it will 
* B 
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hardly fail to command, at leaſt, a ſecre 
veneration and reſpeR, and to give hin 
a peculiar direction of the ſentiments and 
manners of the people commited to his 
charge. 

2. T'was obſerved, that a miniſter's bs 
ing Qualified in the manner above deſcrib 
ed, will prompt him to exert himſelf, and 
employ the talents God has given him, to 
the beſt advantage in his power, for an- 
| ſwering the ends of his profeſſion. There 
| is a certain point of perfection in every 
| 
| 


buſineſs of life to which every man, who 

acts in the genuine fpirit of his profeſſion, 
will endeavour to attain. Tho? the faith- 
1 ful miniſter of Chriſt puts no confidence 
1 in himſelf, or in any little abilities or im- 
provements of his own, knowing that the 
Will facceſs of all his labours, muſt depend on 
| God, yet, from the nature of his profeſ- 
I ſion, he knows it is his duty to perform 
| the part which is aſſigned him in the per- 
| fecteſt manner that he can, and in this way 
| to rely on the aſſiſtance which is promiſed 


_— 


bili 
he | 
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cretWa the goſpel. In every ſacred miniſtrati- 
hinfWn, in which the teacher of religion is 


alled to be employed, there is undoubt- 
dly a certain method of performing it, 
which is the beſt, and moſt conducive to 
he end for which it was deſigned. In 
very religious inſtruction he is called 
o give, there is a certain point of light 
n which it ſhould be placed, in order 
o do juſtice to it, and to convey it with 
he beſt advantage to the view and ap- 
rrehenſfion of his people; as there muſt 
de a certain method of addrefling it by 
which it is likelieſt to reach their hearts. 
There is withal, among the various topics 
f religion ſuggeſted in the goſpel, a cer- 
ain ſelection to be made, from time to 
ime, which is beſt adapted to the circum- 
ances of the people to whom they are 
ddreſſed, and which, in their particular 
form tuation, is likelieſt to be accompanied 
pet · Nrith ſuitable effects. The judgment and 
way bility of doing all this, is, I apprehend, 
niſed{Whe peculiar art of a miniſter's profeſſion, 
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and a principal part of that wiſdom, of 
which the ſcripture ſpeaks, by which h: 
winneth ſouls, To arrive at this peculiar 
wiſdom and ability, the faithful miniſter 
of Chriſt will dedicate the labour of hi; 
life, and exert every talent God has given 
him to the utmoſt of his power. To thi 
he will feel himſelf obliged, that he may 
do juſtice to the character and commiſſion 
which he bears, to that divine religion 
which he preaches to the world, and to 
the ſouls of men who are committed to his 
care, He ſees that the ends of his profel- 
ſion are of infinite importance to the hap- 
pineſs of men; for they are no leſs than 
to bring them from darkneſs unto light, 
* from-the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive forgiveneſs of ſin, and 
* inheritance among the ſaints, by the faith 
that is in Jeſus Chriſt,” The feelings of 
humanity, cheriſhed by the ſenſe of his 
religion, will deeply intereſt him in the 
accompliſhment of theſe deſigns; and it 
would give him a ſingular affliction to be 
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lieve, that theſe were obſtructed in his 
hands by any criminal omiſſion, or miſ- 
conduct, of his own. 

Animated by the ſame great idea of the 
ends of his profeſſion, he will reckon it 
his duty to cultivate the faculties which 
God has given him, and to be every day 
adding to the improvements he has made 
as a teacher of the goſpel. He will hate 
a life of ignorance and floth; and retreat, 
as much as decently he can, from that in- 
fpid waſte of time, in the frivolous con- 
rerſation and amuſements of the world, 
which are a hinderance to every valuable 
Improvement. New fields of knowledge, 
eſſential to the ſacred character, or con- 
ducive to its uſefulneſs and dignity, will 
be ever opening to his view. Tho' he 
knows that the gracious influence of God 
alone can reach the conſciences or change 
the hearts of men; yet he alſo knows, that 
thoſe peculiar qualifications which belong 
to his profeſſion, are, in their nature, fit- 
ted to accompliſh theſe deſigns, and that a 

B 3 
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miniſter is then likelieſt to obtain this gra 
cious influence from God, when, with: 
humble dependance on it, he exerts and 
cultivates the talents God has given hin 
to the utmoſt of his power; relying there 
fore upon God, it is the buſineſs and the 
pleaſure of his life to be adding every da 
to his improvements. The exhortatior 
which the Apoſtle gives to Timothy, b 
takes continually to himſelf, 4 © Meditat 
* upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly 
* to them, thar thy profiting may appear 
to Al.. 

He will withal perceive, that, to an- 
ſwer the ends of his profeſſion, an equi 
ſhare of preparation and improvement ma 
be requiſite in every ſituation in which: 
miniſter is placed, and in preaching ever 
to the loweſt and the leaſt diſcerning par 
of mankind. Was the ſole end of a mini 
ſter's profeſſion to acquit himſelf to the 
approbation and the liking of his people, 
to gratify their taſte, or to raiſe ſome tem 
| + 1 Tim. iv. 13. . 
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porary emotions in their minds; to all this, 
in many ſituations, very ſmall improve- 
nents might ſuffice; nay, oftentimes the 
zeaneſt talents, and the moſt infipid and 
abſurd performances, are, in this way, able 


1ere 
the to procure the higheſt popularity. But it 
 dayſWis a different thing to perſuade our people 


to reſiſt their ſinful paſſions, and amend 
the evil of their ways, to turn them from 
darkneſs unto light, and from the power 
zoll of Satan unto God.” Tho' no man is of 
himſelf © ſufhcient for theſe things,” yet it 
is allowed by all, that there are certain 
qualifications and improvements belonging 
to the profeſſion of a miniſter, by which 
he is prepared to be the inſtrument of 
God in promoting theſe deſigns: and, if 
this is owned, it will perhaps be found to 
be a conſequence, that, in order to pro- 
mote them, an equal ſhare of theſe quali- 
fications may be requiſite in addreſſing the 
hearts of men, in every rank of life; for 
in this way it will be found, that their 
hearts are equally ſhut againſt the efficacy 
B 4 
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of the goſpel, and with equal difficulty 
brought into ſubjection and captivity to 
* Jeſus Chriſt,” The converſion of a prince, 
or of a peaſant, from their peculiar habits 


of iniquity, are, I believe, with equal dif- 


ficulty to be atchieved. 

It may be further added on this head, 
that a miniſter's being qualified, in the 
manner above deſcribed, will prompt him, 
with invariable conſtancy and fortitude, to 
declare unto his people the whole council 
of God. He will faithfully and fairly ſet 


before them the whole extent of their re- 


ligious and moral obligations, and with al| 
that minuteneſs and detail with which they 
are delivered in the ſacred ſcriptures, and 
which he ſees the circumſtances of his 
people may require. No averſion which 


their ignorance, their prejudice, or ſinful 


paſhons, may ſuggeſt on this account, no 
unpopular injurious epithets, that may be 
given him as a legal or a moral preacher, 


will prevail upon him either to conceal or 


to diſguiſe any part of that divine religi- 


yy hi 
Thi 
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ty In upon which, with the deepeſt earneſt- 
to Meſs, he founds the proſpect of his own ſal- 
de, Nation. He will ſearch, with all the dili- 
its Hence and candour that he can, the holy 
lif. ible, look for genuine religion there, 
d from thence, rather than from any 
ad, Muman ſyſtem upon earth, learn what he 
he to teach as a miniſter of Chriſt. 
im, z. It was obſerved on this head, that 
 toffficing the ſalt of the earth, in the ſenſe 
cilormerly explained, will not only prompt 
ſeat miniſter to exert the talents God has 
hren him, to the beſt advantage in his 
ower, for anſwering the ends of his pro- 
fon, but will give him a peculiar talent 
ind WW inſtruction, of great importance to the 
his Hucceſs of his miniſtry, of which he can- 
ich ot be otherwiſe poſſeſſed. The great ob- 
ful Rects of religion, which the Apoſtle calls 
the things of God, cannot be perceived 
their proper light; their dignity, impor- 
ance, and extent, cannot be perceived but 
| or y bim who is upright and pure in heart. 
gi: The natural man receives them not, nei- 
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ther can he know them, becauſe th 
* are ſpiritually diſcerned.” Hence it i; 
that moral and religious obligations, an 
the laws of Chriſtian piety and virtu 
when explained in their genuine and fu 
extent, are uſually regarded by the vii 
ous part of mankind as empty fiction 
which exiſt only in the fancy of recluſ 
and viſionary men; and all pretenſions 
that piety and goodneſs, which the goſpe 
hath” preſcribed, are treated by them e 
ther as deluſion or hypocriſy. 

To this it was owing, that the Phar 
ſees, + © who were covetous, derided tht 
inſtructions of our Saviour, on the los 
of God and the contempt of this preſen 
world. The ſentiments which he expre 
ſed, being totally above the comprehen 
on of their covetous and ſelfiſh minds, an 
to which they felt nothing correſpondent 
in themſelves, were, therefore, treated b 
them as ridiculous and fanciful. To thi 
alſo it was owing, that the piety and puri 
+ Luke xvi. 14. 
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of life which the apoſtles taught the 
zntile world, and ſupported by the doc- 
ine of a crucified Redeemer, was rejec- 
d by the Greeks, at chat time the moſt 
lightened nation upon earth, as abſur- 
ty and fooliſhneſs. The apoſtle Paul 
yes this account of it. + © If the go- 
Wipel, ſays he, be hid”, if its wiſdom, its 
pportance, and excellence be hid it is 
hid to them whoſe minds the god of this 
world hath blinded,” whoſe moral and 
ligious ſenſe of things has been, darken- 
and debaſed by the impreſſions. of this 
World. | 
If this now be a juſt repreſentation of 
e matter, the inference is obvious, that 
teacher of religion, who has no expe- 
Nence of its purifying power upon him- 

lf, is not in poſſeſſion of that peculiar 
alent of inſtruction which belongs to his 
rofeſhon, Religion has not yet appear- 
d to him in that light in which it is per- 
ceived when it makes its way into the 
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heart of man. In the language of the / 
poſtle, f God has not ſhined into his hex 
* to give him the light of the knowledh 
of his glory.” Being deſtitute of this p 
culiar light, when he attempts to repre 
ſent the things of God,* he muſt do 
from a light and knowledge which is ni 
his own; like a man who never ſaw, when 
by the force of imitation, he deſcribes th 
viſible creation without any juſt ideas 0 
the things which he deſcribes. 

Was religion nothing more than a thec 
ry of ſpeculative truth, to be ſeated in th 
heads of men, the moral and religious di 
poſitions of its teachers would not be 
ſo much conſequence. But the religion 
which a miniſter is called to teach, is 
praftical and moral thing, the intention if 
which is to purify the heart of man; and 
therefore, cannot be fully underſtood ani 
taught bur by what the Apoſtle calls tha 
ſpiritual diſcernment, or by that light off 
underſtanding which is directed by th 


+ 2 Cor, iv. 6. 
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he Wtiments of a devout and honeſt heart. 
accurate and extenſive knowledge of 
e evidence and doctrines of religion, and 
regular education, in various important 
rts of human learning, are indeed indiſ- 
nſably required, but not alone ſufficient 
qualify the teacher of religion.—In the 
e arts, it is not by ſtudied rules, or by 
tical remarks, at leaſt it is not by theſe 
one, that one is qualified to perceive their 
*culiar excellence, or to feel thoſe deli- 
ate enjoyments they are fitted to commu- 
icate, To the knowledge of the rules 
f art, there muſt be joined that internal 
2nſe of beauty which is called a taſte, and 
hat peculiar ſenſibility which 1s originally 
lanted by the Author of our nature, and 
s cultivated by acquaintance with the beſt 
xamples of the kind. 'Thus too it is in 
he holy and divine art of life itſelf. 

To all which 'tis to be added, that this 
Internal preparation of the heart is what 
lone will enable the teacher of religion 


o attain that natural, ſimple, and perſua- 
F 


* 


— — — 
—— 
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five, eloquence with which the goſ 
ſhould be taught. In every kind of con 
polition, or diſcourſe, genuine and real 
loquence is the language of the heart, 
the natural expreſſion of thoſe ſentimen 
and feelings, which the ſubject, on whic 
it is employed, is fitted to inſpire; an 
the immediate effect of it is to leave 
minds of thoſe, to whom it is addreſſe 
filled with that ſame idea and imprefli 
which the author had conceived and fe 
within himſelf. Hence it follows, th: 


the great objects of religion muſt be pr fr 
viouſly ſeen and felt, in their genuine di dia. 
nity and moment, ere they can be rep tri 
ſented with that natural and ſimple el ly! 
quence which is fitted to enlighten and ver 
fect the heart. diec 

In this natural and intereſting manu co 
was the Chriſtian religion firſt revealedMart, 
In the goſpel, as it lies before us in t gin. 
diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord, we me On 
with nothing of that laboured eloquenqQW un 
which is the mark of human art, and tendWnigl 
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31 
her to excite a vain applauſe and admi- 
tion of the art itſelf, than a ſerious im- 
eſſion of the things themſelves which it is 
ſigned to repreſent; nor do we find here, 
t laboured artificial arrangement of ſpe- 
lative truths in which the wiſdom and 
iloſophy of man diſplays itſelf. Jeſus 
s, in this reſpect, a ſingular inſtructor;— 
d it is not difficult to ſee the cauſe. He 
{ not give his goſpel to the world as a 
riouſly inveſtigated theory, the work of 
nius and art, but as a doctrine which he 
| from God, and which proceeded im- 
diately from the dictates of that grace 
| truth with which he was inſpired. The 
ly laws of life which he preſcribed, the 
renly ſentiments of wiſdom which he 


died to imprint upon the hearts of men, 


copied from the virtues of his own 
art, as their pureſt and moſt beautiful 
iginals. 
On this account, a man of a diſcerning 
d unbiaſſed mind will be able to perceive 
iglity difference betwixt the goſpel, as 
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it lies before us in its native and origi 
ſimplicity, and thoſe deſcriptions that a» ce 
given of it in the laboured artificial fo dein, 
into which it has been modelled by 
hand of man; a difference not unlike 
what is found in all the other works 
God and man. The works of God: 
ſolemn and majeſtic, and by their in: 


preſſible grandeur and ſimplicity, enlaſ T 
and elevate the heart. The works of Thief 
tho* modelled by the niceſt art and st op, 


are but little and diminutive, and, ho 
ver they may amuſe the fancy, feld( 
raiſe any great or elevating emotions 
the heart. For this reaſon, it might 
leaſt deſerve inquiry, if it would not owe 
ter ſerve the original intentions of the g 
ſpel to repreſent it to the world, as ne: 
ly as poſſible, in that artleſs and divi 


ſimplicity, in which it was delivered by Whents 
bleſſed Author, rather than as a labouſ ed i 
theory of ſpeculative truths, curiouſly Mrhere 


ſtinguiſhed and arranged according to t 
rules of human art. 
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III. It was propoſed, in the laſt place, 
o conſider the importance of a miniſter's 
Wing qualified for the duties of his office, 
n the manner above deſcribed, in the view 
ff that comfort and advantage which it will 
ford himſelf, Having already taken up 
o much of your time, I ſhall not inſiſt 
ong on this particular. 

The happineſs of every ſituation ariſes 
hiefly from the hopes and projects which 
t opens to the minds of men. It is a con- 
ant ſucceſſion and variety of theſe which 
onſtitutes the charm of human induſtry, 
n every ſphere of life. But the teacher 
ff religion, who is not governed by the 
dower of it himſelf, muſt be totally cut 
ff from this fountain of enjoyment. The 
Nuties of his office muſt become a tedious 
nd inſipid round of inſignificant employ- 

nents, to which no animating hope or pro- 
ed is annexed, eſpecially in a church, 
here there is ſo very little to favour the 
projects either of ambition or of avarice. 
o Which it may be added, that in order 

c | 


34 THE OBLIGATIONS 


to preſerve the decorum of his character 
he muſt often put himſelf to a painful and 
unnatural reſtraint, and be forced to a ſe. 
verity of manners which he ſecretly con- 
temns. 
But he who is diſpoſed, from the pier 
and goodneſs of his heart, to do the du 
ties of his office, will draw from them the 
higheſt ſatisfaction and delight. They ar: 
immediately ſuited to the taſte and tem: 
per of his. mind, and ſuggeſt the moſt inte 
reſting and enlivening project upon earth; 
no leſs than that of being a fellow-work- 
er with Almighty God, and the bleſſed 
Jeſus, in promoting the immortal happ! 
neſs of men. Hence the apoſtle Paul ex 


preſſes ſo much pleaſure in the thought 


of diſcharging the commiſhon which wa 
given him. + © Nothing moves me, nei 
ther count I my life dear unto myſel} 
_ * ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with 


joy, and the miniſtry which I have re 


* ceived of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to te 


+ Acts xx. 24. 


OF A MINISTER, 34 
ſtify the goſpel of the grace of God. 
I might further obſerve, that the temper 
nd character, above deſcribed, will beſt 
nable a miniſter to overcome the diffi- 
ulties and diſcouragements he may meet 
ith in the courſe of his profeſſion, or to 
ear them with tranquillity. Difficulties 
d diſcouragements, of various kinds, are 
arcely to be avdided in the office of the 
iniſtry. Licentiouſneſs and infidelity cres 
e averſion to the character, and diſpoſe 
e vitious part of mankind to depreciate 
r oppoſe it. Unreaſonable prejudices, 
kewiſe, may ariſe againſt a miniſter him- 
lf, from the ignorance and folly of his 
2ople. Nothing, however like the cha- 
ter above deſcribed, will ſo effectually 
nd to ſoften and remove theſe prejudi- 
s, and change averſion into friendſhip and 
eem; or if this cannot be done, as poſ- 
bly may be the caſe, with ſome perſons 
fa dark, ſullen, and ſuſpicious nature, 
of a haughty unrelenting heart, yet, in 
te of every prejudice, a noble tranquil« 
C 2 
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lity will be enjoyed by the faithful mini 
ſter of Chriſt. The approbation of hi 
own heart, a ſenſe of merited eſteem, cor 
fidence in the Maſter whom he ſerves, wi 
diſarm the power of ignorance, of preju 
dice, and enmity, and give him an enjoy 
ment of himſelf, which they will not b. 
able to diſturb. With the apoſtle Paul, 
this is his rejoicing, © the teſtimony of hi 
* conſcience, that in ſimplicity, and god) 
* ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but b 
the grace of God, he has his converſat 
* on in the world.” 

I might add on this head, that th 
preparation of the heart, above deſcril 
ed, is what alone will enable the min 
ſter of Chriſt to maintain a ſteddineſs, an 
uniformity of conduct, in every circunfi 
ſtance of life, and in ſpite of every tem 
tation that occurs. On the one han 
the patronage of men in power may tem 
him to a ſervile complaiſance, and to mak 
an abject proſtitution of his judgment 


+ 2 Cor. i. 13. 
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heir influence; or, upon the other hand, 
have the lead and acclamation of the 
altitude, and to be called of them Rabbi, 


ke the Scribes of old; this may tempt 


mini 
of hi 
1, Col 
8, Wil 


Prey im to a mean compliance with their fa- 
cnj0)Wourite ſuperſtitions and abſurdities. But 
I e ſincere and faithful miniſter of Chriſt, 
aul,t 


ided by the Maſter whom he ſerves, will 
el an independency, and ſtrength of 
ind, and a ſecurity of comfort from him- 
elf, that will render him ſuperior to theſe 
2mptations from the world. Guided by 
e dictates of an honeſt heart, he is 
erefore uniform throughout, and con- 
ent with himſelf in every part of life. 
hile he gives no juſt occaſion of com- 
aint, he, nevertheleſs in doing what his 
dnſcience or his judgment have preſcrib- 
d, is indifferent about the ignorant and 
ncharitable cenſures of the world, know- 
g, that if he ſought to pleaſe men, at 
e expence of his integrity, he ſhould 
not be the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt.” 

In the laſt place I might obſerve, what 
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will readily occur to every one, that th 
ſincere and faithful miniſter of Chriſt mu 
feel a peculiar happineſs and fatisfactio 
in the duties of his miniſtry, from thi 
proſpe& of that glorious reward whid 
the Maſter, whom he ſerves, has promiſz 
to beſtow upon his faithful ſervants; fe 
he knows, f that when the chief Shepher 
* ſhall appear, he ſhall receive a crown. 
glory that fadeth not away. 

I have thus endeavoured to deſcril 
the importance of the character denot: 
by our Saviour's expreſſion in the text 
and ſhall conclude with this remark, tha 
there is a ſpecial circumſtance attendir 
the profeſſion of a miniſter, which add 
greatly to the weight of his peculiar ob. 
gations; viz. that the ſame qualificatio 
which fit him for the duties of his off 
will add to the goodneſs of his priva 
character, and fit him for being a worth 
er and better man in every circumſtanc 
of life. In a different ſituation, a man nj 


+ x Pet, vi. 4. 


OF A MINISTER. 39 


t te diſtinguiſhed in the ſphere of his profeſ- 
mul on, while his character, in other circum- 
aCioMtances of his life, is but indifferent. But, 
1 thin order to be eminent and uſeful in the 
vhidWacred character, a man muſt be eminently 
miſeſ riſe and virtuous in every inſtance of his 
; {Wondutt: and by the ſame means by which 
here ſtudies to promote the everlaſting inte- 
wn ¶ eſts of other men, he moſt effectually ſe- 
ures his own; hence that important ad- 
monition which the Apoſtle gives to Ti- 
mothy, + Take heed unto thyſelf, and to 
thy doctrine, continue in them; for in 
doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf 


dia and them that hear thee.” 
a0 + x Tim. iy. 16. 
obl | 
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MINISTER. 


REv. SIR, 

C7 OUR own knowledge and experi- 
| ence might excuſe me from addreſ- 
ig you, in particular, on this occaſion; 

rr ſhall I take upon me to offer any 

ing relating to the duties of your mi- 
try in general. I only beg leave to ſug- 
lt a few things with relation to the 
erciſe of it, in the place where Provi- 
nce has now fixed your lot, as I may, 
ithout preſumption, be ſuppoſed to be 
tter acquainted with the circumſtances 

the miniſtry in this place, than it is poſ- 
le for you to be. 

Sir, In delivering the meſſage of the 
oſpel to this people, you will meet with 
variety of characters, beſides the general 
iſtinction, which every where obtains, be- 


inſtructions of the goſpel, ſo as to mi 


wherein all are equally concerned, are! 
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tween the righteous and the wicked. | 
men of every character and diſpoſition, 
far as you are able to mark them in ¶ Per 
courſe of your experience, you will 
doubt reckon it your duty to adapt 1 


them as uſeful as you can, to every one 
them. I dare to ſay, your own experien 
has led you to obſerve; that general truti 


ſo apt to make impreſſion on the minds 
men; men admit them on a curſory und 
ſtinguiſhing view of their importance, b 
without drawing from them any prop 
conſequences for their own inſtruction 
particular; therefore, the more ſpecial ya 
inſtructions are, provided they are not pe 
ſonal, or dictated by private paſſion, the 
will probably, by the divine bleſſing, 
the uſefuller. This, if I miſtake it nc 
is rightly to divide the word of trut 
and to give to every one his portion 
meat in due ſeaſon.” 

It is impoſſible for me, at preſent, Wan 
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d. Wntion all the different characters which 
tion, Nu will meet with in the courſe of your 
in i erience; and each of which may poſ- 
will Wy require, from you, a particular appli- 
apt tion and addreſs. I ſhall only mention 
o maiWew of the moſt obvious and leading 
one cs, under which, by proper obſervation, 
erienll the reſt may be compriſed, 

truly 1. You will meet with ſome who are to- 
are ly indifferent about religion, and the go» 
inds Mel of the Son of God; and with ſome too, 
y uni o under a pretence, tho? it be but a mere 
ce, Metence of argument, will attempt to juſti- 
pro this conduct. In dealing with ſuch per- 
tion ns, I would not adviſe you, without an 
al yaident neceſſity, in any caſe, and leaſt of 
ot p when ſpeaking from the pulpit, to en- 
„ thr into a learned metaphyſical defence of 
ng, Ne truth and authority of the goſpel. It 
it u not want of argument, or evidence, 
trulWhich is at the bottom of this character; 
tion Wat the want of ſeriouſneſs and candour, 
ich a concealed averſion to that purity of 
anners which the goſpel has enjoined. 


ent, 
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To ſuch perſons, therefore, you will en 
preſent, in the cleareſt manner that y 
can, on the one hand, the reaſonableng 
and wiſdom, the dignity and comfort of 
religious life, and the infinite importang 
of the motives by which it is ſupported 
the goſpel: and upon the other hand, thi 
folly, the amazing folly, of a wicked life 
the dreadful hazard they muſt run, if tha 
religion be the truth of God which thei 
deſpiſe. Repreſent, withal, the deſperat 
madneſs and depravity of treating the 
ligion of the blefſed Jeſus with an affect 
tion of indifference or contempt, while 
they have never ſeriouſly inquired eithe 
into the matters which it contains, or it- 
to the evidence on which it ſtands; and 


this you will find to be the caſe with the" of | 
perſons of whom I now ſpeak. PrudenW thy 
and affectionate repreſentations of this nen 
ture, you will find to be the likelieſt me- nemf 
thod of removing this affected ignorance ul Ki 
and infidelity, and of © pulling down thole war 

alue 


f ſtrong holds, and high imaginations, 
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11 Wbich exalt themſelves againſt the know- 
edge of God, and the obedience of Je- 
ſus Chriſt.“ 

2. You will meet with ſome who are 


of 
totally indifferent about religion; who 
-4 Mould indeed be ſhocked to hear it openly 


hntemned, who wiſh to be religious in 
eir own eſteem, and imagine they have 
ch a ſhare of piety as may ſecure accep- 


ou will meet wich very ſuperficial and 
perfect views of its real nature and ef- 
&s—You know, Sir, and the reverend 
athers and Brethren, here preſent, know, 
hat, in the thoughts of ſuperficial inatten- 
ye minds, religion is ready to receive a 
eculiar tincture from the taſte and faſhi- 
n of the times in which they live: that, 


ene this influence, a ſhew of innocence is 


n. ien to certain crimes which are, in 
ne. bemſelves, of the moſt odious and hurt- 
cel kind; and an apology is made for the 
neglect of certain duties, of the higheſt 
aue and importance. Agreeably to this, 


ce with their Maker; but with whom 
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you will meet with a religion modelle4 


the taſte and faſhion of the preſent n lif: 
confiſting chiefly in a freedom from naWrion 
rious and grofler crimes, and an outwWe cr 
order and civility of manners; but Wed | 
which you will unhappily deſiderate m 
exalted purity, and piety of life, wit: not 
the goſpel hath enjoined. Jeavc 
To ſuch perſons you will reckon Ml pert 
your duty to ſet, in the cleareſt light Mt of 
can, the whole extent and power of puſity, 
and undefiled religion, as recorded in i Jeſi 
goſpel: to aſſure them it is ſomethirWw o 
more than a mere external decency Mlired 
life, which may juſtify a man before ;. Y 
world: that it has a ſecret and unſeen i lan; 
fe& in purifying the heart of man, and We re 
raiſing up the affections of his ſoul to Goon; 
that, in the language of the goſpel, * it belie 
* a renovation of the ſpirit of the mind oi to | 
* man; a walking with God; a living by zea 
the faith of the Son of God; and ouMWniſpl 
being made partakers of the divine es, 


ture.“ Having placed before their vie 
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pure and perfect ſtandard of the Chri- 
1 life, in all its parts, and in all its e- 
tion and extent, you will point out 
ſe criminal defects into which they are 
led by the prevailing ſentiments and 
om of the times: afſuring them withal 
t nothing but an habitual predominant 
leavour, to arrive as near as poſſible to 


on perfect ſtandard, will avail them in the 
tt of God, or create the evangelical ſin- 
puiity, which he hath promiſed to accept 


Jeſus ſake. In this manner, Sir, you 
dw our Saviour taught the age in which 
lived, + in his ſermon on the mount. 
2. You will meet with ſome who, in 
language of the apoſtle James, ſeem 
de religious, and indeed zealous for re- 
on; and among theſe, I muſt in chari- 
believe, many who are ſerious accord- 
to their views; but whoſe ſeriouſneſs 
| zeal is, in many things, moſt unhappi- 
iſplaced: who, unfortunately for chem- 
es, and as unfortunately for the world, 


4 Matth. v. 20. 
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employ the ſtrongeſt efforts of their x 
about matters which have no connexi; 
or but a very remote connexion, with t 
vital and ſubſtantial parts of true religi 
who, eager about forms, are apt to let i 
power of godlineſs flip from under the 
who, contending for the means, loſe fy 
of the end itſelf; and, which is ſtill a nt 
deplorable miſtake, are apt, without « 
ſerving it, to mix a ſpirit of ſeyerity ation 
pride, of calumny and wrath, and ſome! 
the worſt of human paſſions, with the 
forts of their zeal. 

To deal with perſons of this chara4gn, © 
you will find to be the moſt delicate a 
difficult part of your employment. The 
hurtful paſſions and miſtakes are not to! 
wreſted from them by an open or unten 
er violence. This will but rivet them i Ring 
deeper in their boſoms; and, tho? you M eavo 
intend the kindeſt office in your po ey 
you will, in this way, provoke their He 
rerneſs againſt yourſelf, It is here t 
you will chiefly have occaſion for the c 
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& of that wiſdom which cometh from 
bore, and of what the Apoſtle, with ſo 
uch beauty and ſignificance, has called 
he meekneſs of wiſdom. 

But while you treat their errors and 
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Lexi 
ith 
ligi 
lett 


 theWiſtakes with the meekneſs and gentleneſs 
e (of Chriſt, you will treat them alſo with 
a nde candour and ſincerity which becomes 


miniſter of Chriſt, who, by manifeſta- 
tion of the truth, would commend him- 
ſelf to every man's conſcience, in the 
ſight of God.“ You will therefore can- 
idly, tho? meekly, convince them, if you 
an, of their miſtake, — You will endeavour 
withdraw their miſguided eagerneſs and 
cal, from the ſhadow to the ſubſtance. — 
ou will teach them to beware of reſting 
aten the means of religion, in place of the 
m bing itſelf. You will eſpecially en- 
u n{Wcavour to convince them, that no end 
xonM'cy may have in view, no cauſe in which 
ir Mey are embarked, how ſacred ſoever it 
theWay ſeem to be, will ever juſtify unchri- 
e dan means, or give either fanctity or in- 
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nocence to the pride and wrath of man, 
You will further repreſent, What I do 
charity believe would have a mighty 
fluence with ſome, could they be broug 
to ſee it, tHat if the zeal of Chriſtian 
not pointed to its proper end, —or, point 
to whatever end, —if it prompts them 


fill 
of yi 
Is tO 


rell 


oP 
Droy 


tranſgreſs or vilify the everlaſting law 1 
truth, equity, and charity; —or, if it M 
rows its aſſiſtance from the pride and wraſſÞiſſe: 
of man, it will bring infallibly diſgraceqWpith, 
the cauſe which they n and tenyhis | 
an unbelieving world to blaſpheme ale 
name of God, and his doctrine, for ti ou 
fake. nclu 

4. You will meet with ſome, may var 
Lord increaſe their number! who are Me. 
only ſincere in the profeſſion of religiaWrom 
but whoſe religion is of a ſcriptural ao wh 
'fubſtancial kind, directed by the wiſdoelati 
«© which cometh from Ives and produWach 


tive of thoſe * fruits of righteouſneſs wii 
are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe a 
glory of God.“ To deal with ſuch 

/ 
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fill find to be the eaſieſt and ſweeteſt part 
ff your employment. All you have to do, 
s to comfort and confirm them in their 
rell choſen courſe; and to prompt them 
o proceed to farther progreſs and im- 
rovement in the virtues of the Chriſtian 
ite. 

have thus, Sir, taken the freedom to 
ay before you a general sketch of the 
Wiſerent characters which you will meet 
rith, in the exerciſe of your profeſſion, in 
his place; and the ſame is probably the 
aſe in every other populous community, 
ou will find, no doubt, a great variety 
ncluded under each of theſe; as likewiſe 
Ws variety of ſpecial obligations ariſing from 
he different ſituations of your people; 
rom their age, their fortune, the buſineſs 
n which they are employed, their mutual 
elations to each other, and the like. To 
ach of theſe, you will find it of impor- 
ance to adapt the inſtructions of the go- 
pel, inculcating on each of them their 


cſpeftive and peculiar obligations, and 
D 2 
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pointing out their peculiar danger an 
miſtakes. This, you will remember, th 
apoſtle Paul, in the directions which | 
gives to Titus, t expreſsly calls © the thin 
* which become ſound doctrine,“ whid 


therefore, he ſays, a miniſter ſhould ſpe: : 

But your own obſervation and expenfM'T e 
ence, the holy Bible, which is always ill (cl 
be your guide, the conduct and aſſiſtanꝗ hom 
of the Maſter whom you ſerve, and alffffice, 
whom, I hope, you will conſtantly d My 
pend; theſe muſt lead you to a more pariWuiſte 
cular and full diſcernment of the method u. 
by which you are to diſcharge the con the 
miſſion he has given you, and to mak T 1 
© full proof of your miniſtry.” To Mis alc 
bleſſing and direction, in the ſervice We be 


the goſpel, in this place, I moſt ſincere in to 
recommend you. 
+ Titus tl. 1,— 


THE 


c H AR G E 
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T only now remains that I addreſs my- 
ſelf to you, of this congregation, of 
om the miniſter, admitted in your pre- 
nce, is to have the overſight. 

My Brethren, The qualifications of a 
Waoiſter are indeed of great importance to 
e ucceſs of the goſpel, and the welfare 
the people committed to his charge. 
tI would requeſt you to conſider, that 
is alone is not ſufficient. You muſt like- 
ſe be diſpoſed to give a ſuitable recep- 
dn to his miniſtry, and to make a ſuitable 
plication of it to yourſelves. It is one 
the evils to be lamented in theſe times, 
at tho? much attention is beſtowed, and 
odigious zeal expreſſed, about the man- 
rin which ' tis thought a miniſter ſhould 
elected to the ſacred office, yet ſmall 
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attention is beſtowed, and very little zed 
expreſſed, about the uſe that ſhould b 
made of a goſpel miniſtry, and the ini 
provement of it to the purpoſes for whid 
it was deſigned. Were the bulk of Chi 
ſtians half as attentive and ſollicitous + 
bout the laſt of theſe, as they are abou 
the firſt, we ſhould ſee many noble frui 
ariſing from it in their lives. 
A variety of directions might be offe 
ed you, on this occaſion, ſuitable to th 
deſign of our preſent meeting; but, aft 
you have been detained fo long, I {hal 
only take the freedom to ſuggeſt a fe 
particulars, adapted to the circumſtance 
of religion in this place, as I took the fre 
dom to hint a few remarks to your mit 
ſter himſelf with relation to the circun 
{ſtances of his miniſtry. 
Firſt then, Let me earneſtly exhort ). 
to attend on the inſtructions of your min 
ſter, and to receive the meſſage of the g 
ſpel from him. It cannot be denied, ti 
thing is obvious to every one, that indi 


| eech 
hat 


ome 
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rence. about the public worſhip and in- 
ructions of the goſpel; that frequent un- 
in eceſſary, and with ſome, habitual abſence 
om the houſe of God, is the growing 
mper of the times in which we live; and, 
an ſorry to obſerve, (but, in my pre- 
nt ſituation, integrity obliges me,) that 
is is more eſpecially to be remarked a- 
zong thoſe whom Providence has raiſed 
o affluence and proſperity. So far as this 
vil prevails, and ſpreads its influence, it 
uſt fruſtrate the intentions of a goſpel 
piniſtry. Againſt this evil therefore ſuf- 
er me, with all humility and earneſtneſs, 
o exhort you of this congregation, You 
aye expreſſed a particular concern to have 
ſtated miniſter to inſtruct you from the 
place where I now ſtand; and many of you 
ave expreſſed a particular deſire to haye 
he mipiſter who has beep juſt now admit- 
ed ta the charge. Be conſiſtent, I be- 
ſeech you, with yourſelves, and obſerve 
bat conduct towards him, now that he is 
ome among you, by which alone he can 
ads 
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lous pretence, withdraw from his inſtruc. 
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be of any ſervice to you in the exerciſe of 
his profeſſion. And let it not be ſaid of 
any of you, that after all the concern you 
have expreſſed, for the admiſſion of your 
miniſter, you nevertheleſs, on every friyo 


tions, and treat his miniſtry as a thing d 
no ſort of value or ſignificance. | 
2. When you do attend upon the in- 
ſtructions of the goſpel, let it be with ſuch 
diſpoſitions as are neceſſary to your re-Wrtal 
ceiving real profit and improvement from 
them. Come not to this houſe of Godiiſu co! 
from an idle curioſity, or with a view u wit 
be amuſed. Conſider not the leſſons n on 
religion as a matter of preſent entertain- 
ment, or a trial of the preacher's ski afl 
and with no higher a reflexion on the in 
ſtructions which are given than how the 
preacher has acquitted himſelf in his di afli 
courſe. This is evidently to hear theWat in! 
* word, not as the word of God, but ted } 
the word of man;' in which way it willn, it 


never edify or ſave your ſouls, 
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The meſſage of the goſpel is entitled 
of Wa very different regard. It is a matter 
at concerns your ſelves, that concerns 
ur higheſt, your eternal intereſts. —Ir is 
term of your acceptance with your 
uc-Maker,—and the rule by which you ſhall 
al judged at his tribunal; of which, there- 
e, with a deep attention and ſolicitude, 
u ſhould make the proper application 
yourſelves, and the ſtate of your im- 
rtal ſouls. In this way you treat the 
ineſs of every other profeſſion. When 
u conſult a lawyer, it is not to be amu- 
with an eloquent or curious diſſerta- 
n on the law, or to give your opinion 
his addreſs and skill, but to be directed 
d aſſiſted in your own particular caſe; 
d you always eſteem the information, 
ich he offers, in proportion to the light 
d aſſiſtanee which it gives you to ſecure 
at intereſt about which you have con- 
ted him. When you apply to a phyſi- 
In, it is not to be amuſed with agreeable 
(criptions of the nature and effects of 
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medicine, but to learn the nature and thi 
remedy, of your own particular diſeaſe 
and you value the preſcriptions which he 
gives. in proportion as they aſſiſt you 


effectuate the cure. What is the reaſa 
of this conduct? The reaſon is, that i 


theſe matters you are ſerious and in en 
neſt.— But whenever you are in earn 
in religion, you will view the miniſtry d 
the goſpel in the very ſame light, and you 
treatment of it will be the ſame. 

3. Encourage your minjſter to deal in 
partially and fairly with you, in delive 
ing the meſſage of the goſpel, and in * 
«.claring to you the whole council of Go 
Beware of ignorant and ſinful prejudic 
or a raſh averſion to any uſeful inſtru 
ons that are given you, tho' they (hou 
not be to your particular taſte, or fran 
according to your favourite conception 
Remember that the people of Jeruſale 
were aſtoniſhed at the doftrine of 0 
Saviour, becauſe * he taught not as ti 
\ Seribes,” the popular and applaud 
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achers of the times. Look always to 
r Bibles, from thence. judge, to the 
of your ability, and from thence a- 
e, what are the leſſons which your mi: 
er ſhould give you, 

More eſpecially, beware of thoſe fatal 


eu Fiudices which ariſe from the bad paſſi- 
rue of the heart, which it is the purpoſe of 
N goſpel to deſtroy; but which you per- 
vous are unwilling to obſerve or to control. 


member that it is the buſineſs, of a mini- 
r, (and a noble one it is, if God ſhould 
es him with ſucceſs,) to teach men the 
owledge of themſelves, to lay open to 
ir view the corruptions of their own. 
arts, and thoſe iniquities of life which 
: poſſibly concealed even from them» 
es. The more a miniſter does this, 
Web the modeſty and meekneſs of the go- 
|, the more he merits your eſteem, the 
ater proof he gives of his fincerity and 
ndour in the ſervice of his maſter, and 
his real friendſhip and love for you, 
W-ucmber too, that thoſe inſtructions may 


TO THE CONGREGATION. -6x 


the inſtructions which he gives, and im- 
ying them aright, than to receive from 
hundred others, who are differently 
poſed, the loudeſt expreſſions of ap- 
uſe. Nothing, like this, will give your 
niſter a thorough comfort and encou- 
gement in the difficult and laborious 
rk he has undertaken in your behalf. 
is come from an eaſy to a painful and 
orious charge: and your kindneſs and 
manity, would, I belieye, incline you 
encourage and ſupport him in his work. 
ſten then, with ſeriouſneſs and candour, 
the meſſage of the goſpel which he 
ugs; improve it to the purpoſes of real 
ty and holineſs; let him be able to ob- 
re this ſeal of his miniſtry among you. 
r Mhis will be his joy, his glory, and the 
rown of his rejoicing,” | 
5. I add, in the laſt place, what, no 
ubt, your own thoughts have previouſ- 
luggeſted: Offer up your friendly and 
etionate requeſts to God, for the ſuc- 


Is of your miniſter, Neither you ner 
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he late, of yourſelves, ſufficient fo 
things which have been recommend 
you. Your ſufficiency, and his ſuffieit 
ure both from God. Your miniſter 
often and (ſeriouſly pray for you; 
alſo often and ſeriouſly pray for him. 
the Divine influence and bleſſing T1 
Kneerely'recommend yeu. Now the 
of peace, that brought again from 
dead our Lord Jeſus; that great & 
herd df the ſheep, through the 
'*:of the everlaſting Covenant, male 
eiperfect, in every good work, to do 
« will, working in you that which is 
pleaſing in his fight, thro” Jeſus Ch 
to whom be glory, for ever and 
Amen. 


